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fire in Europe/' Our isolation in this war was a subject
of boastful pride* A minister in the House of Commons,
when charged with diplomatic incompetence, declared
that the glory which the nation had acquired, the
jealousy entertained of her power, and the hatred of
her insolence, had rendered it impossible to procure
any allies*

It was above all else the maritime policy of England
towards neutrals that reduced us to the almost desperate
plight of 1781* The successes of our revolted colonists
in America induced France in the spring of 1778 to
join their cause, and in the naval war which followed
Vergennes, the able Foreign Minister, fished skilfully
in the troubled waters of Search, Capture, and Contra-
band, declaring that " free ships make free goods, and
that no articles are contraband except arms, equip-
ments, and munitions of war/' In 1779 the Spanish fleet
united with the French, and before the end of 1780 our
persecution of neutral trade brought the Dutch also into
the field against us* An old treaty between England and
Holland granted special maritime privileges to either
party in wars in which the other was engaged*
Nevertheless, from the spring of 1778 onwards Dutch
merchantmen were overhauled, and searched, and ran-
sacked, and carried into Portsmouth or Plymouth with
a prize crew on board, more rigorously and syste-
matically than the trading-vessels of any other people.
The feeling among the Dutch shipowners grew very
bitter; and the war party in Holland (for a war party
there was) were not behindhand with reprisals. Open
war broke out in 1780. The proclamation was received
on 'Change with long faces* It was bad news for ship-
owners and merchants, " whose ambition it was to live